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Concept Paper: 2006 SADC Youth Leadership Conference
Background

The 2006 SADC Youth Leadership Conference emanates from the 2004 Pan-African Youth Leadership Conference held in Dakar, Senegal. In June 2004, the United Nations launched a youth leadership summit to mobilize and assist the next generation of leaders in efforts toward the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.  The first region to be mobilized was Africa, a region with tremendous development challenges, but also great potential.  The first Pan-African Youth Leadership Summit was held in Dakar, Senegal under the patronage of President Abdoulaye Wade and was organized by the United Nations system through a collaborative partnership of the United Nations Office of Sport for Development and Peace, the United Nations Development Program and the Global Peace Initiative of Women, a not-for-profit non-governmental organization in New York City.  
The summit brought together one young man and one young woman between the ages of 18-30 from almost every African nation. Cedza Dlamini, the organizer of the SADC Youth leadership summit, was one of the youth leaders at the Dakar Pan-African Youth Leadership Conference representing the SADC region. The aim of the conference was to educate and mobilize young leaders and plan activities for youth action around the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) agreed upon by governments in 2000. They are: 1) poverty reduction, 2) universal primary education, 3) gender equality, 4) HIV/AIDS and other disease, 5) child mortality, 6) maternal health, 7) environmental sustainability and 8) international partnership for development. 

The success of the event led to a series of regional youth leadership summits in Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, Europe and the Middle East. Delegates have also gone on to organize national and sub-regional youth summits on the MDGs. A second Pan-African Youth Leadership Summit was held in Ifrane, Morocco in August 2005 and has engaged an unprecedented number of young African leaders.

Following in the spirit of these regional summits and inspired by the youth delegates from the summits in Senegal and Morocco, the first Southern African Youth Leadership Summit was planned to assemble young social entrepreneurs/youth leaders, between the ages of 18-35, from the Southern African Developing Community (SADC) region to continue supporting them in their work to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the region.

 Objectives

The main objectives of the 2006 Southern African Youth Leadership Summit were to:

· To identify and mobilize a core group of young African social entrepreneurs/leaders from the SADC region who can work together regionally, as well as locally, toward the achievement of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals;

· To train, through peer to peer education, youth leaders on issues affecting them (in the context of the Millennium Development Goals) who will in turn serve as catalysts of change in their individual countries and inspire others to join them; 

· To strengthen SADC Youth organizations working on achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  

The Rationale for the Conference 
Statistics; According to United Nations Millennium Development Goals Report (2005);

· Over half a million people are infected and living with HIV/AIDS in South Africa and the estimated adult HIV prevalence rate (aged 15-49) is 18.85%.

· Life Expectancy for countries such as Botswana, Zambia, Swaziland are as low as 35 years. Without AIDS, it is estimated that it would be 64 years. This means over half of 15 year olds living today are not expected to reach the age of 60. 

· Approximately up to 6,000 young people are infected with HIV daily in Sub-Saharan Africa

· Due to HIV/AIDS, 12 million children have been orphaned by AIDS since 2001. Many of these households are led by children as young as 12 years old. 

· 113 million children do not attend school worldwide. Sub-Saharan Africa currently accounts for 43 million of the 113 million. This number is expected to increase as more parents die from HIV.

·  Hospitals are struggling to cope with the number of HIV-related patients. Schools have fewer teachers because of the AIDS epidemic. In 2005 it was estimated that 21% of teachers in South Africa were living with HIV.

· Unemployment rates in South Africa are as high as 39% and mostly affected are the youth.

· In Africa, water scarcity afflicts 300 million people and claims at least 6,000 lives a year. 

· An estimated 34% of the surface area of Africa is under the threat of desertification.

The United Nations has set the target of achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. According to their predictions, if no radical steps and interventions are made soon, Africa will not meet its MDG targets until 2145-Which may be too late for many smaller countries. Youth have to take action! Now!

