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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND OUTCOMES OF THE SADC YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFRENCE: OCTOBER 16TH, 2006.
· Brought together approximately 100 to 150 young leaders (ages 18 to 35) from across the SADC region for a ‘peer to peer’ dialogue on how best to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the SADC region

·  Cultivated a network of young social entrepreneurs and leaders from the SADC region that can work collectively and share best practices on how to fight poverty, eradicate HIV/AIDS, address gender/women empowerment and achieve environment sustainability in the region
· Attracted sponsorship from the Ford Foundation, Umsobomvu Youth Trust, South Africa Youth Development Trust and the Industrial Development Corporation (SA) to launch its program in South Africa, 

· The Leadership Institute, Ubuntu Institute was formally launched and now runs international, regional and national programs geared towards achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals in Africa

· The conference highlighted the fact/need that more youth support was needed in the rural areas than in urban areas, therefore innovative ways f reaching the youth in rural areas had to be found otherwise those youth remained marginalized

· The conference was a great educational campaign on the Millennium Development Goals as many youth from the region had not heard about or did not realize the importance of achieving the goals.

· A SADC summit Declaration was prepared and SADC Youth committed themselves to various issues to tackle.
KEY COMMITMENTS FROM SADC YOUTH LEADERS
· SADC youth leaders committed themselves to enriching and spreading the MDG awareness campaign amongst young people in their communities 

· To improve the methodology of educational campaigns by using indigenous languages and considering relevance in the specific cultural contexts esp. on HIV/AIDS educational campaigns
· To work closely with Multilateral institutions to place youth issues, especially youth in marginalized areas, on top of the development agenda 
· Push for opportunities for young people to participate in UN Conferences and be well represented (instead of a top-down approach)
· Mobilize the media, private sector and governments to create a strong regional SADC Youth Desk/movement to support SADC youth empowerment and training. 
For Further Details please see the SADC Youth Summit Declaration
