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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND OUTCOMES OF THE SADC YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE: FEBRUARY 2007

· The SADC summit for traditional and indigenous youth leaders brought together approximately 100 young leaders aged 18 to 35, representing all nine provinces in South Africa and the SADC countries. 

· Following on the recommendations of the 2006 youth summit, this summit focused on rural development, bringing change to communities on the outskirts of urban areas, and strengthening the capacity of traditional leaders to respond to social and economic issues.

· A charter was developed focusing on the role of culture in development and in particular the role that young traditional and indigenous leaders can play in achieving the Millennium Development Goals in the SADC region.

· A database was set up, listing young traditional and indigenous leaders from across the SADC region who can work collectively to address developmental issues.
· The summit encouraged the idea of a Pan-African network of indigenous leaders to promote social change.
· The Ford Foundation has increased its funding since then to support the Ubuntu Institute’s research into culturally based responses to HIV/AIDS, gender and women empowerment and engaging men in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM YOUTH TO DONOR AGENCIES AND SADC GOVERNMENTS

* The participants recommended that SADC governments support a Pan-African initiative to bring together cultural icons, indigenous leaders and traditional leaders who can promote culture in development, working with them to find innovative solutions to social problems. 

* The youth called upon donor agencies and the private sector to support culturally relevant development programs to effect sustainable change.

* The youth also called upon donor agencies, governments and the private sector to help support intellectual property rights to traditional music, art and various expressions that are abused by thieves, who sell local products internationally at a huge profit and distort the cultural significance of the products in the process. They argued the Millennium Development Goals would not be achieved in Africa if change was not driven from the ground up, where people owned the processes instead of being told by foreigners what to do. 
For further details please see the SADC Youth Summit Declaration.
