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DECLARATION
PHASE 1: SADC YOUTH LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 
16 OCTOBER 2006, JOHANNESBURG, FIRST NATIONAL BANK CONFERENCE CENTER, SOUTH AFRICA
We, the delegates of the SADC Youth leadership summit, representing the youth of Southern Africa, gathered here in Johannesburg, unified in our diversity;

- Celebrate Africa as a continent of immense wealth, strength and potential;

- Affirm that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), agreed by all UN Member States, are of specific relevance to our continent and our region;

- Express our concern that the gap between rich and poor communities are still widening;

- Emphasise our concern over the wealth that is being extracted from our countries and exported to the world’s rich nations;

- Affirm the need for African dialogue and unity;

- Emphasise the need for resources to eradicate poverty and hunger in our region;

- Declare our devotion to the eradication of sexual exploitation of young girls and boys, and to the empowerment of the girl child, support of the male child and then need to maintain gender balance;

- Acknowledge the identity crisis of many young Africans, rooted in misinformation;

- Recognize the negative effects of how environmental crisis and lack of access to clean water impacts on the spread of diseases; 

- Express our concern about the multiple impacts of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on young people, economic growth and sustainable livelihood in our communities;

- Firmly believe that time has come to unleash the enormous potential young African people represent

-Request that marginalized youth and women from the rural communities be included and engaged as equal partners to help us achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

Hence; 

- We call upon all Member States, Civil Society stakeholders, communities and institutions to initiate, support and maintain practical programs that specifically seek to empower the role of young people through:

· Networking;

· Youth participation and influence in policy making;

· Advocacy;

· Education; 

· Employment;

· Awareness and training campaigns that address both intellectual, emotional and physical needs – made relevant to youth;

· Conferences and exchange programs;

· Mobilise – and focus on education for – rural youth;

· Land allocation;

· Organized farming projects and food production programs;

· Dialogue and activities to foster balance and equality, and break down differences between gender, age groups and cultures in – and between – communities; 

· Motivating youth to study for the benefit of their communities;

· Implementing African languages and Indigenous Knowledge Systems in awareness, training and education

Recommendations;

We declare our devotion to – and faith in – our continent, our region, our people and our future by making the following recommendations:

Global Partnerships

· Implement programs for monitoring and evaluation of policies

· Embark on awareness campaigns about implementation of 2015 MDGs

· Set an maintain standards for equal representation

· Develop advocacy programs by creating and nurturing new markets,

· Build platforms for dialogue across divisions of age and culture  

Poverty

· Initiate processes of communication and engagement between individuals and communities about needs

· Outsource research and data collection to community based organization

· Mobilize community stakeholders and organizations

· Empower individuals, so they can play a meaningful role in eradicating poverty

· Implement programs of social education to bring awareness to all about poverty

Gender

· Create platforms for women to speak out about challenges facing them and find solutions

· Embark on economic empowerment initiatives for women

· Stop perpetuating stereotypes about gender roles

· Attract more women to traditionally male dominated roles

· Highlight women’s strength and affirm their roles, in an effort to build confidence

· Implement gender education in schools as part of value based education programs

Environment

· Put pressure on Departments of Education to strengthen the role of environmental research and studies

· Initiate awareness campaigns about the environment

· Allocate funding towards awareness campaigns and education, and mobilize youth in environmental initiatives

· Review policies in the mining sector and put pressure on companies to play a significant role in empowering communities

· Examine the role of media and ensure that they portray relevant and fact based information 

HIV/AIDS

· Simplify communication strategies; Use layman terms, use of indigenous languages 

· Increase the use of the AIDS awareness emblem in educational campaigns

· Implement the use of arts, culture and music in awareness campaigns

· Initiate support groups in all sectors, where youth can play a meaningful role

· Involve – and target – parents in awareness programs

· Carry out awareness programs in schools and places of work

Closing Statement 
The youth of Southern Africa declare 

· a campaign against brain drain 

· our support to all initiatives that transcends barriers 

· the need to eradicate poverty through the hunger for basic needs and success

· our celebration of Africa’s nurturing spirit for renewed growth and economic progression 

· the non-negotiable right to basic physical needs in order to achieve emotional and intellectual liberation for all Africans
